
PROPERTY GROWTH FUND SUB-COMMITTEE

MINUTES OF MEETING
Tuesday 24th October 2017

PRESENT:  Councillor Brett (Chair), Councillors Daalat Ali, Neil Emmott and 
Williams

OFFICERS:  Steve Rumbelow (Chief Executive), Victoria Bradshaw (Chief 
Finance Officer), Donna Bowler (Assistant Director – Neighbourhoods), 
Damian Cooke, Dean Edwards, Peter Gregory and Stephen Pressman 
(Economy Directorate), Caroline Abbott (Neighbourhoods Directorate) and 
Alison James (Resources Directorate) 

ALSO IN ATTENDANCE:  Councillor Dearnley

APOLOGIES
1 Apologies for absence were received from Councillor Farnell

DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
2 There were no declarations of interest.

EXCLUSION OF PRESS AND PUBLIC
3 Decision:

That the Press and Public be excluded from the meeting during consideration 
of the following three items of business, in accordance with the provisions of 
Section 100A (4) of the Local Government Act 1972, as amended.

Reason for Decision:

Should the press and public remain during debate on these items there may 
be a disclosure of information that is deemed to be exempt under Part 3 of 
Schedule 12A of the Local Government Act 1972.

ASSET DEVELOPMENT FUND PROGRAMME
4 The Sub-Committee considered the report of the Director of Economy 
which set out the latest programme for the Asset Development Fund (ADF) 
and sought approval to a number of alterations and additions to the 
programme.

Alternatives considered:

The Council need not invest in the projects as recommended. Withdrawing 
from any or all of the projects in the programme would mean that the potential 
benefits of the schemes may not be achieved.



Decision:

1. That the changes and additions to the Asset Development Fund 
programme as set out in Appendix B of the submitted report be 
approved. 

2. That the plot at Kingsway Business Park (as detailed within the report) 
be added to the Asset Development Fund and be allocated £65k from 
the fund;

3. That the Assistant Director, Legal Governance & Workforce be 
authorised to advise appropriate Council services, to prepare and 
execute appropriate legal documentation to secure the delivery of the 
approved projects.

Reason for decision:

Approval of the recommendations would enable Officers to proceed with 
investment projects for the Asset Development Fund and to secure its defined 
benefits in accordance with the aims and objectives set out by Cabinet.

Eligible for call in - yes

LANGLEY LAND POOLING AGREEMENT (LPA) - SITES UPDATE
5 The Sub-Committee considered the report of the Director of 
Neighbourhoods which provided an update on the sites that were contained 
within the Langley Land Pooling Agreement (LPA) developed and agreed by 
Cabinet in 2010 and which sought approval of the proposals outlined for the 
remaining 8 sites.

Alternatives considered:

No alternative proposals had been put forward for consideration.

Decision:

1. That the disposal of the eight remaining sites for new build 
development as detailed within the submitted report be approved as 
follows:

 4 sites for outright sale packaged together for the market with 
approximately 164 homes delivered;

 4 sites for The Riverside Group to deliver Affordable Housing in 
the form of Shared Ownership, Rent to Buy or Affordable Rent, 
with approximately 103 homes delivered.

2. That approval be given to the sites (if applicable) being released from 
the provisions of the ‘Regeneration Sites Programme’ as agreed by 
Cabinet in June 2013.



Reason for decision:

The recommendations had been put forward to ensure that the continued 
regeneration of the Langley estate continued.

The disposal of the eight remaining sites would provide a greater mix of 
housing options for the estate including the addition of Rent to Buy and 
Shared Ownership products.

Packaging the sites together for expressions of interest would provide the 
Council and The Riverside Group with the best value for the remaining 
outright sale sites, which would in turn go into the Land Pooling Agreement for 
use on the Langley estate to deliver community and environmental 
improvements across the estate.

Eligible for call in - yes

KIRKHOLT MEDICAL CENTRE
6 The Sub-Committee considered the report of the Director of 
Neighbourhoods which sought approval for the disposal of the brownfield site 
on the former roundabout adjacent to the Strand development in Kirkholt, 
Rochdale for the development of a new medical centre.

Alternatives considered:

No alternative proposals had been put forward for consideration.

Decision:

1. That approval be given to the land being gifted or leased as a 
Community Asset Transfer to One Partnership, as part of the wider 
regeneration of the area; 

2. That the final decision on the land transaction option be delegated to 
the Director of Neighbourhoods and Director of Resources.

3. That approval be given to the site being released from the provisions of 
the ‘Regeneration Sites Programme’ approved by Cabinet in June 
2013.

Reason for decision:

The proposed new medical centre would be an asset to the area and was a 
key element of the overall regeneration masterplan for Kirkholt.

One of the Council’s main priorities was to bring forward Brownfield sites for 
development.



The land was a former roundabout site that is adjacent to the new Strand 
development. The new medical centre would complement the new retail, 
community and residential development being undertaken by Rochdale 
Boroughwide Housing.

Disposal of the site for alternative use was not a realistic option as the 
provision of the new medical centre on Kirkholt was a key priority for the 
Council and health organisations and it formed an integral part of the 
transformational development of the estate and regeneration masterplan for 
the area.

Eligible for call in - yes


